Introduction
Meloidae are phytophagous tenebrionoid beetles, also known as blister beetles for the toxic and vesicant properties of the cantharidin present in the haemolymph (Bologna 1991; Bologna et al. 2010) . Four subfamilies were recognised based on morphological and biological datasets, namely Eleticinae, Meloinae, Tetraonycinae and Nemognathinae, but more recent analyses based also on molecular data sank Tetraonycinae into the more diverse Meloinae (Bologna & Pinto 2001; Bologna et al. 2008) .
The meloine Old World tribe Cerocomini is characterised by a striking sexual dimorphism, mostly related to male head, antennae, maxillary palpi and fore legs (Di Giulio et al. 2002; Turco et al. 2003; 2006; Turco & Bologna 2007; 2008) . The monophyly of Cerocomini is supported by larval characters, firstly recognised in Cerocoma (Bologna & Pinto 2001; Di Giulio et al. 2002) and subsequently confirmed in Diaphorocera (Turco et al. 2006) and by adult synapomorphies, such as antennal position (sockets distant from eyes, placed below or on the frontal suture), epigamic modifications of male (head, antennae, maxillary palpi and fore legs), labrum elongate and longitudinally canaliculated or carinate, fringed galea and bidentate endophallus (Bologna 1991; Turco et al. 2003) . Despite the phylogenetic studies on the family based on biological, morphological (larval and adult) and more recently molecular data, the placement of Cerocomini within the Meloinae remains uncertain (Bologna and Pinto 2001; Bologna et al. 2008) . The tribe comprises six genera: Anisarthrocera Semenov, 1895 (1 species), Rhampholyssodes Kaszab, 1983 (1 species), Rhampholyssa Kraatz, 1863 (2 species), Somalarthrocera Turco & Bologna, 2008 (2 species), Diaphorocera Heyden, 1863 (8 species) and Cerocoma Geoffroy, 1762 (29 species).
Cerocoma is a Palaearctic genus, distributed from the Iberian Peninsula to western China (hotspot of diversity in eastern Mediterranean countries, Greece and Turkey), with one species (C. vahli Fabricius, 1787) in Northern Africa. These beetles live in open habitats, primarily steppe ecosystems, feeding on pollen (see Biology) and often in quite large numbers. Indeed, aggregation enhances the warning message carried by their conspicuous metallic colours, usually green, sometimes fading into bronze or blue.
Within the tribe, Cerocoma is placed as sister-group to the remaining genera and is defined by having nine antennomeres, the first raised in male to form a dorsal keel, and short mouthparts, especially stipes and galeae (Turco & Bologna 2008) . The genus is characterised by an amazing diversification driven by sexual selection (Turco et al. 2003) , leading to dimorphic features of male antennae, head, maxillary palpi, fore legs and, in subgenus Metacerocoma, last abdominal sternite (Figs 1-7) , greatly variable in shape and size.
As a consequence of this high diversity, Cerocoma presents a complex taxonomy at subgenus, species and infraspecies level, also fueled by the attractiveness of these conspicuous beetles that arose the interest of several European entomologists (Motschoulsky 1872; Baudi 1878a; 1878b; Reitter 1885; 1913; Mařan 1944; Kaszab 
